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SMITH OUTDUELS SYKUT AT SCHOONER WHARF 8K
Bertolini Overtakes Millard For Top KWSR Female Spot

On an evening that was described by some
as “not as hot as it could have been,” the racing got
about as hot as we've seen here in quite a while. The
Schooner Wharf Let The Big Digs Run 8K came
down to a frenetic final sprint, with Jeremy Smith
holding of the tenacious Martin Sykut by just two —
count ‘em, two — seconds.

The race shaped up as duel early on, as
Smith and Sykut led a modest pack at the 1-mile
mark at just under 6:00. The middle miles shed all
other challengers and set-up the classic one-on-one
race between the familiar combatants. Smith had
patiently stalked the front running Sykut in the Trot
4 Treasure, reeling in the Marathoner in the second
half, and pulling away in the final 800 meters.

But Sykut was determined that this race
would not be a repeat. His less aggressive early pace
gave him some late-race reserves, and he took the
lead over Smith with less than a half-mile remaining.
It was not until the final short straightaway that
Smith edged back ahead, with the two exhausted
competitors hitting the line in 29:44 and 29:46,
respectively.

Terence White took third in 30:18. His
usual hang-and-charge tactics worked well, but with
the two leaders running the same style of race, the
task was a tad too tall. “It’s hard for one guy
running alone to run down two guys who are locked
in a race like that,” opined White.

The overall women'’s race was a wire-to-wire
win by Tavernier’s Joan Scholz (36:36). However,
the battle for the top KWSR spot — and the coveted
12 Grand Prix points that go with it -- was not
without drama, though it happened in the middle of
the race instead of at the end. Brooke Millard’s first
mile was, by her own description, “ooooh, too fast,”
and savvy veteran Deb Bertolini held back in
deference to the conditions and distance. On the
return stretch of Fleming Key, Deb caught her
younger rival. Brooke fought gamely, but the early
pace took its toll, and she had to settle for 10 points.
Deb’s 17th place overall also secured the Masters
Division win for her.
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