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SYKUT COPS CRIMESTOPPERS CROWN
KWSR Members Score Ten Division Wins

Martin Sykut (left, shown in the Trot 4 Treasure) won his first local road race, while Pat Kersey (center,
shown in the Schooner Wharf 8K) and Bill Welzien (right, at the Earth Day 5K) won their age groups .

A course change and a Tuesday morning
start did nothing to discourage to near-record field
at the 14th Annual Crime Stoppers 5K on the 4 th of
July. 241 runners and walkers completed the re-
directed route.

Marathon’s Martin Sykut, who has been in
the hunt in every race since returning to the racing
wars last winter, broke through for the win, turning
back the challenge of local Chris Betz (2nd), and his
recent nemesis Jeremy Smith (4th), with a winning
time of 18:18.

New KWSR President Lilla Whiteside was
the first local woman, and third overall, in 22:25.

Even with many out-of-towners in Key
West to celebrate our country’s 231 birthday, KWSR
runners prevailed in numerous age groups.

For the Women, Olivia Kent (14-19),
Brooke Millard (25-29), Whiteside (40-44), Jean
Nistico (55-59), and Pat Kersey (60-64) grabbed age
group gold. On the Men’s side, Smith (25-29), Hugo
Cortes (50-54), Rev. Bill Welzein (55-59), and
Chester Kalb (Walkers) claimed to top spots.

Due to ongoing construction on South
Roosevelt Boulevard, the traditional east-then-west
course that ventured out beyond Windward Pointe,
an unusual west-then-east-then-west design was put
into effect on a one-year basis.

The race went 2K to the west end of Higgs
Beach, then came back to and past Sheraton Suites
(the 4K mark) to a second turnaround point, which
left a 500 meter dash back to the finish.

For those of you who like demographic
stuff, the race had an interesting balance across the
age brackets: there were 31 runners under 20 years
old, 29 in their 20’s, 36 in their 30’s, 61 (!) in their
40’s, 27 in their 50’s, 8 in their 60’s and 3 over 70.

But the real surprising figure was the gender
breakdown: 120 women completed the race, and
121 men did likewise. Sounds like gender equity to
me!

Congratulations to the Crime Stoppers crew
on staging a fine event, and a pat on the back to
Tom Lavender and Debbi Rothstein for a fine job as
rookie Race Directors!


